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TERMS OF REFERENCE - STANDING PANEL

Title:  Planning Services

Status:  Standing Panel

Terms of Reference:

1.     To consider in detail the provision of Value for Money within the following Planning
Services in focusing specifically on:

 Development Control (including Appeals)
 Forward Planning
 Building Control
 Enforcement
 Administration and Customer Support
 Economic Development
 Environment Team

2. To gather evidence and information in relation to these functions through the receipt
of:

 performance monitoring documents,
 Best Value Review of Planning Services (updated version)
 benchmarking exercises,
 consultation with Planning Committee Members, customers and IT Suppliers.

3. To review the measures taken to improve performance within
 the directorate.

4. To keep an overview of work associated with securing a sound New Local 
Development Framework; in particular how the core strategy will cater for the 
adequate delivery of infrastructure of all types, the limited rolling back of the 
Metropolitan Green Belt, the provision of affordable housing, and the maintenance of 
the settlement pattern elsewhere in the District.

5. To consider what changes are practical and desirable to Council policies concerning 
the Metropolitan Green Belt; including those concerning the extension of existing 
dwellings, and the reuse of redundant and other buildings; in particular, are further 
restrictions necessary (changes in policy required) to ensure that such developments 
are truly sustainable.

6. To establish whether there are any resource implications arising out of the topics
under review and advise Cabinet for inclusion in the Budget Process each year;

7. To report to the Overview and Scrutiny Committee at appropriate intervals on the 
above. To report to the Overview and Scrutiny Committee, the Council and the 
Cabinet with recommendations on matters allocated to the Panel as appropriate.

Chairman: Councillor J Philip


